             2023 Lake Ripley Boat Inspection End of Year Report

Good morning,
My name is Tony Tobiasz.  I was fortunate to return this year as the Lake Ripley Clean Boats, Clean Waters Inspector providing information to the visitors at the Lake Ripley boat ramp regarding the prevention of aquatic invasive species.  I also inspect their boats, trailers, and other associated equipment for the presence of aquatic plants and animals.  I collect and record data through the SWIMS database in accordance with the Department of Natural Resources program in which I was trained.  In addition, I completed a report for the Lake Ripley Boating Census each day I worked.  It documented present weather and lake conditions in addition to the diversity and amount of watercraft on the lake.
It was a busy summer.  There were a total of 1653 boaters that utilized the boat ramp facilities during the period from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Out of that total, over 850 of those folks returned to Lake Ripley throughout the summer to fish and enjoy the lake.  A total of 688 watercraft were cataloged.  This included 436 (63%) fishing boats, 156 (26%) ski boats, 40 (5%) pontoon boats, and 56 (6%) other watercraft such as kayaks, canoes, and jet skis.  Additional gathered information can be found on the Lake Ripley Boating Census through the Lake Ripley Management District.  
Outside of record keeping, my main duties included educating the public regarding their responsibilities and assisting them when necessary.  It was an enjoyable and sometimes entertaining experience to say the least.  Neighbors, boaters, and their friends and families became familiar as I knew them by name.  More often than not, the fishing news was positive and encouraging. 
Last year there were two bald eagles nesting on the lake.  This year there were three eagles hunting fish on the lake.  The same blue heron from last year was back as well.  I did not see any White Pelicans on the lake this year as I had witnessed in the past.
I would like to thank the Lake Ripley Management District for providing me with the opportunity to monitor the Lake Ripley Boat ramp and represent them as the Clean Boats, Clean Waters Inspector again this year.  I tried to answer questions and educate the public to the best of my ability and training.  I hope any feedback from my presence there was positive and informative.

Thank you,

Anthony Tobiasz   
